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by means of hypnosis, but which go on outside the awareness of the per- 
sonal consciousness. Between these two divisions of the subconscious 
there is no sharp line of demarcation, but it is evident that the coconscious 
phenomena afford a powerful method of studying the unconscious: they 
are, so to speak, the unconscious become vocal. 

In the course of such a study one of the significant truths brought out 
is the fact that a given complex of thought may be conscious or un- 
conscious in almost any degree. Sometimes, when there exists in the sub- 
consciousness a painful association of ideas, the patient is aware only of 
the physical symptoms. In other cases the object of his dread or dislike 
also emerges into awareness, but without the meaning. In still other 
cases there is present in the sufferer's consciousness the meaning as well 
as the object of his emotion and its physical symptoms, but the ideas 
which originally gave the meaning to this object are concealed from him. 
Of course, where such a complex is organized some impulse is necessary 
to give it active efflcieney, and this impulse is supplied by the emotion 
" synthesized " with the subconscious group of ideas. It is gratifying to 
note, however, that the author refuses to be bound by the narrow rule of 
the Freudian school, which insists that the impelling emotion always 
arises from an unfulfilled wish, most usually of a sexual nature. Dr. 
Prince maintains that various sorts of emotions are equally effective in 
this respect — a view which the common sense of most readers will welcome. 

The total effect of reading The Unconscious is to bring the facts of 
abnormal psychology measurably within the circle of ordinary understood 
phenomena, while in turn the processes of normal mental life are 
illuminated. We are made to realize, so to speak, the normality of the 
abnormal. The formation of pathological complexes in the subconscious- 
ness is a process much like the formation in healthy minds of those senti- 
ments without which our lives would be reduced to ehaos. The dissociation 
of a personality is not essentially different from that of less violent alter- 
nation of moods from which few are wholly free. Again, while the author 
does not in this book develop his doctrine of panpsyehism, he shows that 
intelligence (in a purely pragmatic sense) is found everywhere in life, 
showing itself at one end of the scale in the behavior of insects, and at 
the other in the conscious thoughts of man. The manifestations of the 
unconscious and the conscious (which are often highly intelligent) seem 
almost to bridge the gap between human consciousness and the sup- 
posedly automatic phenomena of nature. Apart from these wider impli- 
cations, Dr. Prince's book supplies a sort of physiology of the mind, as 
comprehensible as the physiology of the body, and much more fascinating. 



The Foothills of Parnassus. By John Kendbiok Bangs. New 
York: The Maemillan Company, 1913. 

There have been writers of humorous verse more adroitly witty and 
more phrasically incisive than Mr. Bangs, but there have been few who 
have managed to express nearly so much of that cheerful human spirit 
which smooths the path of every-day life. Mr. Bangs not only makes us 
smile, but, what is more important, he makes us want to smile. Even an 
indifferent joke in his verses takes on an air of pleasant grotesquerie that 
is most winning, and his jokes for the most part are not indifferent. His 
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book of light and unpretentious stanzas is like a friend who not too fas- 
tidiously makes the best of the merry things of life without having in the 
least the air of pessimistically seeking to look on the sunny side because 
the dark side is so obtrusive. 

In his more serious poems the same spirit is manifest. " Let those who 
will," he writes — 

Let those who will sound notes of dull despair 

And fill with lamentation all the air — 

For me, let it be mine alway to send 

The cheery note of Love, unto this end: 

That they who on some path of darkness grope 

May find their way to Light through gleams of Hope. 

In such verses, the underlying sincerity, the homely phrase, the plucky 
spirit, strike a sure response, and it is much to say that so simple an 
appeal to optimism does not in any way offend us. On the contrary we 
are always glad to see one of Mr. Bangs's lyrics or versified witticisms 
smiling up from the page. We may feel that they are not profound nor 
always of dazzling brilliancy, but they accomplish their mission of amuse- 
ment or good cheer or zestfully genuine appreciation of nature, human 
or material, as simply and surely as the greater works of literature make 
their inspirations felt. 



National Supremacy: Tbeatt Power vs. State Power. By Edward 
S. CORWIN. New York: Henry Holt & Company, 1913. 

Logically the question discussed in this book turns, of course, upon a 
point of verbal interpretation. Are the powers reserved to the States by 
the Tenth Amendment reserved to them solely, or may the United States, 
in accordance with Article VI., Paragraph 2 of the Constitution, exercise 
concurrent and overruling power? Professor Corwin contends that 
obviously the powers reserved to the States are reserved always con- 
ditionally upon their not having been delegated to the United States. If, 
then, the States in their exercise of the " police power " come in conflict 
with laws made in pursuance of the Constitution or treaties made under 
the authority of the United States, the former must give way. The book, 
however, is predominantly historical and not merely logical or philo- 
sophical in its method: it is one of those painstaking and impartial sur- 
veys which the modem school of history and politics produces. In such a 
survey, without the appearance of contending for a thesis, cautious con- 
elusions are slowly constructed out of the facts themselves. Thie con- 
elusion at which Professor Corwin ultimately arrives is that the logical 
interpretation to which he gives his adhesion is, on the whole, that which 
has prevailed throughout the history of the United States, and that, un- 
less a radical change is to be made in our system of government, that 
interpretation had better be left alone. Constitutional questions are 
always debated from a consen'ative rather than a radical point of view: 
in respect to them, a break with the past is justly felt to be particularly 
undesirable. Here, then, set forth in clear detail, is the conservative view 
of what consen'atism with respect to the Constitution means. 

Among the phases of the subject taken into consideration are the inter- 
pretation of the treaty power under the Articles of Confederation, the 



